
Creating stunning fashion photography, mesmerizing portraits of well-known 
artists and working for the biggest music label in Poland, we were lucky enough 
to grab an interview with Anna Powierza. 
 
Firstly, we featured you in our first edition, which was, unbelievably, three years 
ago. I would love to know if, and how, your work style and processes has changed 
and developed? 
The last three years were for me like a never-ending storm. Many things have changed. 
Today I know much more and I look at everything from distance. I think that the music 
industry is bound with me for good. Music and my love for it have filled my heart since 
childhood. I’m very glad that my career evolved in this way. Working with artists is a big 
challenge; everyone is different and so individual. It’s like an endless adventure. 
 
I’m interested in the relationship between you and your models. Your work seems 
visually very different depending on your model, I wondered how much of an 
influence they have and how you really contain their personality and individuality 
within the image. 
It’s true. My portfolio is very diverse and I feel I can’t focus on one thing. Although 
recently I care more and more about minuteness (which affects the unification of my 
work. Like I said, I mainly work with artists – they also create my ideas for a whole 
casting or single photo. I love photographing people; they give me power to live. I`m still 
thinking about people, their faces and their passion. I'm never despotic on plan, I mean I 
can be firm, but I always let the actor or model play its role in their own way. I really care 
about people feeling well with me, so I try to be flexible. I love talking, and people like it 
when I talk to them, it's nice and it gives a comfort on the set. My work is my life; I feel 
the need to live in symbiosis with my models. 
 
You shoot a lot of work in various outside locations. Does the differences in 
cultures between Poland, Berlin and Moscow inspire you to perhaps become 
more adventurous in your locations?  
I love traveling, but unfortunately I cannot do it as much as I would like to. Each work 
outside of Poland brings me a new wonderful experience. My best memory is a photo 
session in Stockholm. I am madly in love with this city! These lights, colors and 
architecture! I don’t want to move out from Warsaw, but short work trips are fantastic. 
This, what enriches me is especially humility, openness and diligence, without undue 
pride. I love the simplicity of the relations between human beings. That's fantastically 
transferred to the atmosphere on the set. I’m not a street photographer and I will never 
be one.  But Berlin for instance, makes me feel so magically! I constantly photographed 
as crazy!  
I dream of a clip in Las Vegas – who knows, maybe one day… Since I became artistic 
director of the Vers-24 portal, more often we establish various international contacts. 
For this reason, I was invited to the Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week in Moscow. It was for 
me a big cultural experience! Fashion is really on a highest level there. 
 
Do you have any specific favourite pieces of work that you love, are very proud of 
or are very special to you? 
Yes, it was work, which I created together with Anna Maria Przybysz. She was a Polish 
illustrator and she had a huge talent. Unfortunately I never met her personally. She had 
to move to Warsaw, where I live, but she didn’t make it – she passed away too early. We 
have created only 3 images. Collaboration of my photos and her painting will always be 
for me the most important work. They are beautiful, unusual and unique. We won`t 



finish our project, it’s such a shame.  It could have been a great story. 
 
One of my favourite bodies of work that you have produced, features five young 
girls, almost conceived as fairies or goddesses. For example, we see them 
extremely beautifully positioned floating their headbands in the river, I’m really 
drawn to this work, and it feels to me that it perhaps has surrealism or a dream 
like way about it. Do you tend to explore these two themes within your work? 
What were your intentions for this project and how did you go about creating 
such stunning work. 
It's funny, cause it’s also one of my favourite picture. I grew up on Polish poetry and 
music. I love being Polish, Polishness and our tradition, subtlety and absolute romance 
of our culture. This is a very Polish image. Those rivers, those beautiful girls… it seems 
to be a fairy tale. I think I like a fairy tale, though I slowly grow out of them. When I was 
pressing the shutter of the lens, it was already 10 pm, almost overnight, it made the 
whole scenery so magical, and unusual. Not often I get such sessions. And those girls 
were Polish, beautiful and authentic. 
I rarely plan something, that’s why I never plan any emotions on shoots. Doing it is quite 
silly, it’s like cheating. These emotions should be established already in place, because it is 
important to be true.  
 
Your work various in mediums, from fashion photography, to portraiture, to 
music videos, and even your Instagram (which I’m hooked too!). By using a 
range of artistic talents, do you feel like this helps you artistically and perhaps to 
become more creative then just sticking to one medium? 
Being a photographer and directing is a very similar work, but the second one requires 
more talking. You need to talk, because they expect it from you. You're not yourself, 
you’re a figure, and it's wonderful, it's fantastic! I love it! It’s wonderful to be someone 
else and easily become a different person, it makes me very happy. I am grateful to 
people who believed in me and gave me a chance to develop in this direction. I work in 
the biggest record company/ music label in Poland. It gives me a motivation to work 
creatively. Basically I work all the time, non-stop. I work with my husband, who is a 
camera operator, we watch videos, movies, we read, we have no free time. Our work is 
our greatest passion. As a result, the process of creating is a continuous process, it never 
ends. 
In terms of Instagram, I really like it! Someone can say that this is like ‘life for sale’, but I 
just don’t have anything to hide. 
 
Do you have any advice that you have learned over the years that would be key for 
anyone aspiring to your level?  
I have only one piece of advice, work hard, be humble and modest, and at the right time 
have a good agent. Those latter I`m still looking for. For now I work a lot, I change and 
I'm still looking for. 
 
Finally, do you have any thoughts on the future of photography, such as any 
trends you see, and I’d love to know what your planning on working on next! 
I think I agree with Annie Leibovitz, who said that photography is better than ever. It’s 
only harder to be the best, the bar is very high. In Poland we have so many incredibly 
talented photographers, that I am not able to follow the competition. Not because I 
don’t care about it, but because I have no time for it . I buy a lot of foreign magazines, 
and they just lie there because I don’t have time to go through them. I'm not worried 
about photography, I feel that it will survive many crises, it is indestructible. People 



believe in what they see, they want to know more and see more, and we photographers, 
reporters, directors give it all what the world expects from us. I do not follow trends, you 
think it’s wrong? It’s a little bit ridiculous for me, such a serious approach to the so-called 
mobile photography. Of course I also do photos with my phone but I’m not sure if this 
could be treated as a profession, I don’t think so. 
And what are my plans? Work, a lot of work. I have a lot to do and to learn. Everyone 
asks me still for another exhibition, and I say that this is not the right time. 


